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Sportsmen's Capitol Update

Friends: Below is this week's Capitol Update, including the status report of all of the bills on our
Sportsmen's bill report directly below. Click on the button to download the bill report.

Bill Report February 3, 2023

NEW! DEEP's Wildlife Highlights

EXTAAWILDLIFE HIGHLIGHTS
g"'ét; January 2023

&

Please share this edition of Wildlife Highlights with other outdoor enthusiasts
and help our subscription list grow!

Environment Committee

The Environment Committee held a Public Hearing last Monday, January 30th, on THESE bills. If
you missed it and want to catch the whole meeting in part or in whole, go to the Environment
Committee's YouTube Channel.
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The next Environment Committee Meeting to raise bills is scheduled for February 8th at 10AM. The
agenda will be posted HERE by February 7th at 5PM.

NOTE TO CLUBS THAT SERVE LIQUOR: SB 12 is scheduled for public hearing next week in General
Law on February 7th. SB 12 AN ACT CONCERNING LIQUOR PERMITTEES AND LIQUOR LIABILITY
INSURANCE, which will require the Commissioner of Consumer Protection to confirm that liquor
permittees maintain liquor liability insurance coverage. Please contact Julie at
friendsofctsportsmen@gmail.com if you have concerns about this bill.

SAVE THE DATE: MARCH 11, 2023

Safari Club Game Dinner
Grand Oak Villa, 550 Sylvan Lake Road, Oakville, CT from 6-10:30PM
Sportsmen's Wall, Door prizes, Hunting Trips, Raffles,Wall of Guns, 50/50 Raffle, Live & Silent Auctions
Special Guests: Big Woods Bucks & Mark Rogers of Moonshiners
Tickets: $65.00PP; $480 Table of 8; $600 Table of 10
Purchase tickets from Blaise Lombardi Ph: (203) 996-5876; Email: Blombardi8@cox.net

Help support FoCS advocacy efforts Follow us on Facebook

Donate o

News

Connecticut lawmaker reintroduces proposal to create bear hunt

Priscilla Feral: A band-aid on a bullet hole won’t work when it comes to CT living with bears

After record-breaking year of bears breaking into homes, CT lawmakers again float idea of a hunt
Why is Connecticut considering a ban on kangaroo products? Soccer cleats.

Neonic Pesticide Reform Bill deserves support

After decades, the Housatonic River is officially "Wild and Scenic"

Osprey population soars on Long Island

Many bird species are declining in R.I. — here are 9 that researchers will keep an eye on

Resources

Legislative Committee Deadline Matrix
Guide to Testifying at Hearings and Reaching State Legislators

Your participation starts by knowing your
legislators. Find them by clicking on the box to FIND YOUR LEGISLATORS
the right and entering your address.

Sunday Hunting Bill Update

Rumors abound at the Capitol that there will be some form of bill to lift the ban on Sunday hunting raised
for public hearing. | don't want to type too loudly and jinx anything but the rumors are strong and from two
reliable but separate sources. It will likely be HB 5074 AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE USE OF
SHOTGUNS AND RIFLES FOR SUNDAY HUNTING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY, which would expand
Sunday hunting on private lands from bow and arrow to shotguns and rifles. The bill was raised by the
sportsmen's community favorites, Rep Karen Reddington-Hughes and Rep Craig Fishbein. Once the bill
is raised, I'll get an email out to everyone right away following with instructions on writing testimony and
signing up to speak. Until then, if you have not reached out yet to legislators about the request for a
hearing on a bill to lift the Sunday hunting prohibition, here are some helpful tips to help you be heard:
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Email the Co-Chairs, Vice Chairs and Ranking Members of the Environment Committee to urge them to
raise and hear a bill to lift the Sunday hunting prohibition. Copy or forward a copy of that email to your
State Representative and Senator.

¢ Access a sample email to send to the Environment Committee leaders HERE, including email
addresses
¢ Please feel free to use your own words and if you represent a group, say so
¢ Club Presidents are urged to send a letter, referencing the number of your club's members
¢ Share this with any sportsmen you know and ask them to send an email as well

For more background and context on Sunday hunting restrictions, check out this resource by the
Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus.

Gratitude is good for the soul

This year, Friends of CT Sportsmen called out for assistance from legislators to support our desire to
have a public hearing on lifting the ban on Sunday hunting. Thirteen legislators responded to our request
and raised bills to specifically lift all or part of the Sunday hunting prohibition. Two of the thirteen, plus
another four legislators introduced legislation that authorizes bear hunting as an effective means to
manage the black bear population in the state. See the full list of bills and sponsors HERE.

Senator Eric Berthel Representative Karen Reddington Hughes
Senator Henri Martin Representative Craig Fishbein

Senator Heather Somers Representative Donna Veach

Senator Jeff Gordon Representative Patrick Callahan

Senator Steven Harding Representative Pavalock-D'Amato
Senator Lisa Seminara Representative Doug Dubitsky

Representative Patrick Boyd
Representative Anthony Nolan
Representative Christine Conley
Representative Mark W Anderson
Representative Tammy Nuccio

If your legislator is on this list, please let them know we are
grateful they took the time to hear us and take action!
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