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Sportsmen's Capitol Update

March 3, 2023

Friends: Click on the red button to download the latest bill report as of today, February 22, 2023. Note
that bills not raised by the deadline (most last week) have been removed. However, some bills will
continue to be rewritten and numbered as Committee bills, so there may still be new bills raised by the
Committee. Note that we are closing in on the deadlines. All bills not voted favorably out of Committee
will die on the "JF" deadline date of March 27th.

Bill Report March 3, 2023

ACTION ALERT! FILE TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT
OF LIFTING THE SUNDAY HUNTING BAN NOW

THE PUBLIC HEARING DATE IS NEXT FRIDAY, MARCH 10, BEGINNING AT 10AM.

The deadline to file testimony is Thursday, March 9 at 3PM. Instructions to sign up to
testify in person and online will be sent out to you separately - written testimony and oral
testimony are two different processes. So, get that written testimony in NOW. Here's how:

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING TESTIMONY ON LIFTING SUNDAY HUNTING BAN
GO TO: ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBMISSION FORM

. Type in your first name, then last name

. From drop down menu, select hearing date: 3/10/2023 at 10:00AM

. Click on “supports”

. From drop down menu, select: SB 1149 - AN ACT ELIMINATING ALL
RESTRICTIONS FOR SUNDAY HUNTING ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
PROPERTY

5. Click on “type in my testimony”

6. In the text box that appears below, type: | support ending the outdated and unfair

ban on Sunday Hunting in CT

A ODN -
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X3zrO1YrvAawBts7DXXSkqXpwxCpRs5S_Oghp9aYGd4uyEYmYGYQID117CrEB2Bj41rtQ1BKSPmkeLGuKkAOgsoLF3FvUHvIGeZtsvcOAsQxPktl-Z638wrZZvlaZ6kMPC8mYhwog2ZzUA0cAxTa6jrubfKByV9VYmMZsbMaGFfvfh9f6TDSTjn7go39_OB7l2z5QyfkbyV8tew0n_KLuzJmFAN_wpArLjTupLwaZUmeLg_L4jU6fA==&c=x9qCJZo53bT1yXXzOxt17ooGAfH3srOerJLdf61Kwz2JzGqIgEbxpA==&ch=My1Xldbm511whYO7nUQwwbspZ2OBVo-yRR1xMNRCY5EBWBIWG8sSDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X3zrO1YrvAawBts7DXXSkqXpwxCpRs5S_Oghp9aYGd4uyEYmYGYQID117CrEB2Bj41rtQ1BKSPmkeLGuKkAOgsoLF3FvUHvIGeZtsvcOAsQxPktl-Z638wrZZvlaZ6kMPC8mYhwog2ZzUA0cAxTa6jrubfKByV9VYmMZsbMaGFfvfh9f6TDSTjn7go39_OB7l2z5QyfkbyV8tew0n_KLuzJmFAN_wpArLjTupLwaZUmeLg_L4jU6fA==&c=x9qCJZo53bT1yXXzOxt17ooGAfH3srOerJLdf61Kwz2JzGqIgEbxpA==&ch=My1Xldbm511whYO7nUQwwbspZ2OBVo-yRR1xMNRCY5EBWBIWG8sSDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X3zrO1YrvAawBts7DXXSkqXpwxCpRs5S_Oghp9aYGd4uyEYmYGYQIOM_cjePh6zX6ev-Rp5OOfXovnCBTgNBdQgylirCIZPBnDrvd7SZcJ2tgYwqz3VrgzrbCICFKgWmZYiY1Z4IP5DH9s8SeE4T8tNKZTmtKCds-W_C6gagGqMaERR8vE6iTIpQOMRlwpckAmLVg4akg6zFUyyEKtvi0_ZgQH_mB7Pf8hAj1f79BQk=&c=x9qCJZo53bT1yXXzOxt17ooGAfH3srOerJLdf61Kwz2JzGqIgEbxpA==&ch=My1Xldbm511whYO7nUQwwbspZ2OBVo-yRR1xMNRCY5EBWBIWG8sSDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X3zrO1YrvAawBts7DXXSkqXpwxCpRs5S_Oghp9aYGd4uyEYmYGYQIOM_cjePh6zX6ev-Rp5OOfXovnCBTgNBdQgylirCIZPBnDrvd7SZcJ2tgYwqz3VrgzrbCICFKgWmZYiY1Z4IP5DH9s8SeE4T8tNKZTmtKCds-W_C6gagGqMaERR8vE6iTIpQOMRlwpckAmLVg4akg6zFUyyEKtvi0_ZgQH_mB7Pf8hAj1f79BQk=&c=x9qCJZo53bT1yXXzOxt17ooGAfH3srOerJLdf61Kwz2JzGqIgEbxpA==&ch=My1Xldbm511whYO7nUQwwbspZ2OBVo-yRR1xMNRCY5EBWBIWG8sSDA==
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7. Click box “I am not a Robot”
8. Click on “Submit Testimony”

Congratulations! You’ve made a difference! Now, show this to someone else.

EXTRA! PRINTABLE SIGN TO HANG AT
CLUBS, STORES & ANYPLACE LEGAL DOWNLOAD AND PRINT
TO GET TESTIMONY VIA QR CODE.
CLICK ON THE BUTTON ON RIGHT

Here is the "Sunday Hunting" bill for your reference: S.B. No. 1149 (RAISED) ENVIRONMENT. 'AN ACT
ELIMINATING ALL RESTRICTIONS FOR SUNDAY HUNTING ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
PROPERTY", to authorize all Sunday hunting regardless of game and method on both public and private
property.

The Committee will also be hearing the "Black Bear" bill that day. Simply repeat the instructions above to
submit testimony, choosing S.B. No. 1148 (RAISED) ENVIRONMENT. ‘AN ACT AUTHORIZING
CERTAIN KILLING AND HUNTING OF BLACK BEAR AND PROHIBITING BIRD FEEDERS AND
OTHER UNINTENTIONAL AND INTENTIONAL FEEDING OF POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS
ANIMALS'

ACTION ALERT! GUN BILLS HEARING MONDAY

You may have heard that there are a number of gun-related bills up for public hearing in the Judiciary
Committee on Monday, March 6th. The following bills are on the agenda:

e H.B. No. 6667 AN ACT ADDRESSING GUN VIOLENCE.

e H.B. No. 6816 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING MICROSTAMPING-ENABLED PISTOLS,
RAISING THE AGE TO PURCHASE AMMUNITION AND RESTRICTING THE SALE AND
POSSESSION OF BODY ARMOR.

e H.B. No. 6817 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING AN INDIVIDUAL'S RIGHTS TO OWN,
POSSESS OR CARRY A FIREARM.

You may access CCDL'S ACTION ALERT including links and instructions for testifying and submitting
testimony. | also note that CCDL will be offering a live Webinar on Sunday at 9:00am. Braden Langley of
Langley Outdoor Academy will be on LIVE to speak with CCDL members about the importance of this
hearing. It's free to join and you can register here.

Environment Committee Meeting Recap

The Environment Committee met today to vote sixteen bills out of Committee to the floor. HERE is the
meeting agenda and all bills were voted out of Committee favorably, although not unanimously. You can
watch the meeting on the Environment Committee's YouTube Channel on demand.

Environment Public Hearing Committee Recap

The Environment Committee held a public hearing
on Monday the 27th. See Agenda HERE.

Access the testimony listed by bill number

View Speaker Order to help you search the
hearing video (left) to find the part you seek

The next Environment meeting to vote bills to the
floor will be on Friday, March 3, 2023 at 10:00 AM
in room 2B of the LOB. See the agenda HERE.
Watch the meeting live or on demand on the
Environment Committee's YouTube Channel.
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NEW!

See Latest DEEP EnCon Report
February Wildlife Highlights

AWILDLIFE HIGHLIGHTS
February 2023

Please share this edition of Wildlife Highlights with other outdoor enthusiasts
and help our subscription list grow!

Black Bear Dens Come in All Shapes and Sizes

Despite the mild winter, many
black bears are now denning.
Bear dens come in all shapes
and sizes, and some of the most
common dens include brush
piles, slash piles, o fallen trees.
Black bears may also take
advantage of rock crevasses
and ledges and hollow trees as
places to spend the winter. In
some cases, a black bear may
even decide that its “den” is
simply resting at the foot of a
tree. These ground nests are 3
usually just a sparse mat of PRSIV = =

leaves and twigs and are typically located in thick vegetation, such as mountain laurel
Bears are also known to den under decks and sheds in people’s backyards.

While denning straight through most of winter is necessary for pregnant female bears,
other bears can remain active, especially when temperatures are mild and food is
available. Even if you do not live in an area with regular bear activity, you should "Be Bear
Aware" year-round.

More on how bears spend the winter . . .

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=2e9b8d2fee&view=pt&search=al...

The 2023 Wild Turkey Hunting
Seminars beginning in early April!

Both experienced and first-time turkey hunters
stand to benefit from attending this seminar.

The seminar provides turkey hunting information,
which includes safe hunting practices, specialized
equipment, calls and decoys, site setup, and other
strategies for harvesting wild turkeys.

Participants will have an opportunity to pattern
their shotguns for turkey hunting following
classroom instruction. Students who would like to
pattern their shotguns must bring their own
shotgun (10, 12, or 20 gauge, turkey or full choke
recommended) and turkey hunting loads (#4,5,6,7,
or 71/2 shot size or any combination). Two to three
types of ammunition are recommended with three
shots of each type.

Preregistration through the Hunter Education
Registration System is required.

2023 Wild Turkey Hunting Seminars:

e April 1, 2023, at Franklin Swamp WMA,
North Franklin, CT

o April 2, 2023, at Rockville Fish and Game,
Vernon, CT

o April 16, 2023, at Sessions Woods WMA,
Burlington, CT

DEEP before Appropriations Committee

DEEP's Commissioner and key staff
testified before the Appropriations
Committee on Monday, February 27th
on the Governor's Budget Proposal as
it applies to the Agency.

Below is the video of the full day, but
DEEP's testimony is at the beginning.
See the video at 21:00 for a discussion
about Environmental Conservation
Officers and 59:48 for a discussion of
black bears.

Your participation starts by knowing your
legislators. Find them by clicking on the box to the
right and entering your address.

Help support FoCS advocacy efforts

Donate

Resources

Legislative Committee Deadline Matrix

GOVERNOR'S FY 2024.2025 BUDGET FOR STATE
CONSERVATION 'AND| DEVELOPMENT- AGENCIES
Appropriations Committee Meeting

So s,

FIND YOUR LEGISLATORS

Follow us on Facebook

o

Guide to Testifying at Hearings and Reaching State Legislators
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